
NORTON BASEBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.
P. O. Box 1234 • Norton, Ohio 44203

2021 I-League Playing Rules

I. League Classification

For players 7 through 8 years old, includes players whose 7th birthday is before April
30th of the current year or 9th birthday is on or after May 1st of the current year.

II. General

A.  The home team will:
A. Line the field (2” lines for batter’s box and pitcher’s circle, 4” line for foul

lines) There shall be a fourteen (14) foot diameter circle with the front
edge at thirty five (35) feet from the rear point of home plate

B. Attach the bases
C. Provide one new game ball and one gently used backup ball
D. Occupy the bench behind the first base line
E. Return all equipment to the storage shed after the game
F. Drag the field and rake around bases and batter’s box after the game
G. Empty the trash cans behind their bench
H. Clean out and sweep their dugout at the end of the game
I. Prior to the start of the game, have someone work the concession stand

for the entirety of the game

B. The visiting team will:
1. Occupy the bench behind the third base line
2. Empty the trash cans behind their bench
3. Clean out and sweep their dugout at the end of the game

III. Basic Playing Rules

A. There shall be no discipline, neither physical nor verbal abuse for poor
performance. There shall be no profanity at anytime. Any violation of this rule, as
determined by the Board of N.B.A., Inc. may result in the indefinite suspension of
the guilty party.

B. Although any player meeting the age requirements may participate, players living
in the Norton area will have preference.

C. No team should consist of more than 14 players without the Player Agent’s
approval.

D. A regular game shall consist of a minimum of four (4) innings but a maximum of 6
innings. Each half of an inning shall be determined by three outs or seven (7)
runs, whichever occurs first. The exception would be the 6th inning where there
would be a 10 run limit. No inning will start after either of the following: 8:00 pm or
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two (2) hours from the start of the game (unless the game is a spring season
playoff game), or a predetermined time by the commissioner

E. A coach shall pitch to the players, but shall not field any batted balls. The coach
shall not be permitted to address the batter while the pitched ball is being
delivered to the batter (can’t tell the batter “don’t swing”).  This coach shall not be
permitted to leave the pitcher’s area to coax or guide any player while the ball is in
play (only base coaches may direct base runners), and must stay clear of any play
being made unless absolutely unavoidable. If the batted ball hits the pitching
coach, the ball is declared a dead ball (no pitch) and the batter bats again; the
Coach pitching must try to get out of the defensive teams way – example 3rd base
throw. If the ball hits the fielding coach, it is a live ball and play continues.

F. You may have 2 outfield coaches when playing defense; they must stay in the
outfield during play. Outfield coaches must stay on the foul line on either the right
or left side.

G. Every player shall play the field at least three innings per game, provided they are
present at the start of the game. Every team shall bat round robin (continuous
batting order). A minimum of eight (8) players is required to play a game.

H. Sliding Rule:
A. There shall be no stealing and no leadoffs. A runner cannot leave the

base until the batter has swung. No head first sliding into the base. No
sliding into first base. The first offense is a warning, the second is an
out.

B. A player is out if he/she does not slide or attempt to get around a fielder
who (A) has the ball and is waiting to make the tag, (B) is “in the act of
fielding the ball.” The phrase “in the act of fielding the ball” is described
as a fielder about to receive a thrown ball or batted ball and the ball is in
flight directly toward or near enough to the fielder so he/she must
occupy his/her position to receive the ball.

I. There shall be NO walks issued and NO called strikes. The batter gets five pitches
regardless of the number of swings.  If the batter fouls the last pitch, the batter
bats until a pitch is not failed.

J. Runners can advance bases while the ball is in the outfield.  Once the ball crosses
the plain of the infield, the runner should continue to the next base, at their own
risk, and a play should be made at that base.  If the runner is waived back by a
coach, the runner cannot then advance to the next base.  Coaches set the tone
and should not put base runners in bad situations. It is either a single or an extra
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base hit.  Good coaching results in less argument and, remember, this is a
DEVELOPMENTAL LEAGUE.

K. Base runner(s) will always be allowed the opportunity to advance one (1) base on
an infield hit.

L. EXCEPTIONS to any rules and regulations shall be considered by the N.B.A., Inc.
Board of Directors. Request for exceptions shall be submitted in writing and shall
include supporting evidence that the exception is necessary. Subsequent to a
review of the request, a majority vote of members of the Board shall be necessary
for approval. However, these decisions shall not result in rule change, and
additional similar requests shall be decided on an individual basis.

M. All rules and regulations, as adopted, shall be in effect for one season.

N. Following each session, the Board of N.B.A., Inc., shall review written
recommendations for rule changes.

O. Players in the pitcher’s circle MUST wear a helmet with a face guard.

P. The infield fly rule will not be used.

Q. If the runner misses a base and the DEFENSIVE PLAYER tags the base or runner
before the play is stopped, the runner is out. Only players can appeal not a coach
or manager.

R. The batter is out if a fly ball is intentionally touched in foul territory by a base
coach.

S. The catcher, both male and female, must wear equipment which includes a chest
protector, helmet with facemask, shin guards, glove and protective cup.

T. The league will provide a first aid kit located in the concession stand

U. No tagging up on fly ball to advance.

V. Each player may play a maximum of three innings in a game at one position. Each
player must play a minimum of two innings in the outfield or bench before the sixth
inning (except the last week of the regular season and during playoffs). The first
offense to this results in a warning and the second offense results in a one game
suspension for the manager.
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W. All batters shall be pitched to from the pitchers circle (35 feet from home base).
Both feet must be in the circle until the ball passes home plate.

X. If a team has 10 players, all 10 (6 infield and 4 outfield) positions must be fielded.

Y. A courtesy runner may be inserted into the game for the catcher when the catcher
reaches base and there are two outs in the inning. The coach must identify the
catcher before the catcher bats and the pinch runner will be the last out in the
batting order.

Z. Metal spikes and shorts will not be permitted. It is recommended that all players
wear a protective cup.

AA. If a team drops to 8 players, the voided 9th position will be an automatic out. This
will promote the calling up of J League players.

BB. Injured players are considered active players and will be carried on the team
roster.

CC. If a team permanently loses a player in I League, the Player Agent must be
notified immediately and a replacement may be decided upon by the Board of
N.B.A., Inc., at that time.

DD. A team may only pull up a 2nd year N.B.A. J League player to field a team of
ten (10) players.  Pulled up players MAY ONLY PLAY OUTFIELD OR CATCHER
AND CAN NOT PLAY IF A REGULAR TEAM PLAYER(S) SHOW UP ABLE TO
PLAY AND TAKES THAT TEAM TO ELEVEN (11) PLAYERS OR MORE.

IV. Scorekeepers

A. Home and visiting team scorekeepers, as selected by the manager of each team,
will compare scores after each inning.

V. Umpiring

A. Regular season umpires:
1. First base

a. 1st base coach
2. Second base

a. Pitching coach
3. Third base
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a. Third base coach
4. The outfield coaches shall be lined up over the foul lines in the outfield to judge

whether a ball is fair or foul.
5. These coaches are the only ones umpiring and their decisions are final.

VI. Official Game

A.  A game in which four innings have been completed and is called due to weather or
other conditions by the managers will be considered a full game. Tie scores are
permissible. For ties, extra innings are permitted for games less than 2 hours in
duration and must start before 8:00pm.  Games called with less than four innings
played will be replayed from the point where play was stopped. The date arranged will
be by mutual consent of both managers and the Commissioner.

VII. Hitting

A. Games must be played using balls approved by the Norton Baseball Association.
Bats are not permitted to exceed 33 inches in length nor can they exceed 2 ⅝
inches in diameter.

B. The coach of the team at bat will pitch to his own team, overhand only from the
pitchers circle.

C. There shall be no intentional bunting. If this happens, the umpire shall issue one
warning. On the second incident, the batter will be declared out.

D. The batter must stay in the batters box. Batters shall receive one warning and then
the batter shall be declared out on the second incident.

E. The batter must not throw the bat. If this happens, the umpire or opposing manager
shall issue one team warning. On the second incident, the batter will be declared out
and the runner(s) will hold their base(s).

VIII. Defensive Team

A. The player pitcher must have both feet in the circle until after the ball is hit.
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B. Team players on the field may encourage in reasonable “chatter”. Chanting with
the word “swing” or the “1-2-3 chant” may not be used. The catcher is not
permitted to chatter while on the field.

C. Infield players are limited to a pre-determined position on the field as to where
they can be positioned. Once the ball is in play (in the infield), all infield players
can go get the ball.

D. Defensive players, including the pitcher/coach, cannot switch positions during an
inning unless there is an injury or a player needs to be removed from the game.

E. All outfielders must play a minimum of 20’ beyond the baseline.

F. Outfielders must stay in the grass at all times. No outfielder can make an
unassisted out in the infield.

G. Infielders occupying 1st and 3rd base must start every play behind the zip-ties
located on the adjacent fence post.

IX. Pre-game

A. The Visitors Team will have access to the playing field 30 minutes before the
game time for 10 minutes. The Home team will have access to the playing field 20
minutes before the game for 10 minutes. Managers will exchange written batting
line-ups and will provide copies to the scorekeepers. The Home team will then
take the field, and the game will get underway. No batting practice at the same
field premises is allowed one hour prior to the start of the game.  No batting
practice on the field before any game.  (Cages Only)

X. Game Completion

A. The game ball will be returned to the Home team.

B. Players on both teams will line-up and offer congratulations, nice game, etc.

XI. Additional Details
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A. Only Managers (or acting managers) only are permitted to discuss playing
violations with the umpires or opposing manager.

B. Managers and Coaches: There are to be NO tank tops, NO tobacco products,
NO alcoholic beverages, or NO profanity permitted in the area of the game before,
during or immediately after.

C. Arguing by Coaches or Managers will not be tolerated. Managers are also
responsible for the parents.  Arguing will result in a one game suspension
enforced by the I-League Commissioner.

D. These playing rules are made for the good of the League and in the best interest
of the players. The League expects these rules to be followed by managers and
coaches at all times.

Approved and Adopted by the Board in March 25, 2021
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